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him of William's wish to appoint him a la suite of her
German Dragoon Guards, and he felt very much flattered,
and hoped she would allow him to accept the honour,
for he, like his nephew, had a huge appetite for new
uniforms. And would she not return this compliment
by making William a British General on the occasion of
his Jubilee ? No foreigner had ever before been made
an honorary colonel of an individual British regiment,
but to make him a General in the Army would be easy,
and would please William immensely. But the Queen
still disliked any notion of the sort, and with true im-
partiality said that * this fishing for uniforms on both
sides is regrettable.' In any case the Duke of Cambridge,
as Commander-in-Chief, the Duke of Connaught and the
Secretary for War, Mr. Campbell-Bannerman,1 must be
consulted first. Meantime she had to answer the
Emperor's offer to appoint the Prince of Wales a la suite
in her German regiment, and she telegraphed to her
Ambassador in Berlin that her son was much gratified
by this kind wish, but that it would not be possible to
appoint the Emperor honorary colonel in any regiment
of her Army,

The affair was now becoming truly momentous. Colonel
Swaine told the Emperor how delighted his uncle was,
but omitted to say that the Queen considered the idea of
making him an honorary colonel quite impossible. The
Prince, who had got his new uniform, thought this unfair:
William certainly ought to be given one too: and he
returned to the attack. He wrote not to his mother
(perhaps he had heard her strictures about this fishing
for uniforms) but to her secretary, complaining that she
had asked for his opinion, but when he gave it, listened

1 Later Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman.